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Africa: Europe Must Step Up to Its Global Responsibility And Play
Its Part in Rescuing the Millennium Development Goals

PRESS RELEASE

A group of powerful women from the front-line in
the fight against poverty have appealed to
European leaders to ensure health and education
for all people by rescuing the Millennium
Development Goals.

Testifying at the European Parliament today, the 'W8' - a group brought
together by Oxfam from Mali, Georgia, Thailand, Nicaragua, The Philippines,
Bangladesh, Malawi and India - backed Oxfam's call for Europe to adopt a
"rescue package" to get the MDGs back on track.

The MDGs, signed by world leaders in 2000,
commit to halving the number of people living in
extreme poverty by 2015. With development aid
faltering, the ability of poor countries to meet
poverty goals is increasingly at risk.

Unmet commitments

In a report to the UN general assembly this month, UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon said progress on the MDGs was being stymied by unmet
commitments, inadequate resources and a lack of focus and accountability. This
comes in the wake of a warning by the European Commission that Europe's
international credibility was being undermined by Member States' failure to stick
to aid commitments; now â‚¬13 billion ($17.6 billion) short of 2010 targets.

Oxfam spokesperson Elise Ford said: "With the
MDGs teetering on the edge of failure, Europe
can play a key role in rescuing the goals and at
the same time salvaging its own international
reputation. Without a European rescue package
which includes a new credible plan to meet aid
commitments, citizens in the poorest countries
won't get the most basic education and health
care, and European leaders will not be able to
hold their head high on the global stage."

Only five years left

Responding to the W8's call for an MDGs rescue
plan, former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
said: "With only five years to go, the need for
concerted action to achieve the MDGs is becoming
increasingly urgent. Last year's global economic
crisis has further aggravated the situation for billions
of poor people around the globe. It is both timely

and necessary to remind leaders of the promises they have made and the
crucial necessity of their continuing commitment."

Leonor Magtolis Briones of Social Watch Philippines said: "We have traveled to
Brussels to appeal to European leaders not to abandon their promises to
support health and education in developing countries. We see the desperate
human cost of lack of basic services first-hand. A dramatic focus of political will
and ambition and concrete actions plans are needed."
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"If Europe agrees a strategy to achieve the MDGs, and world leaders to back it
at the UN MDGs Summit in New York in September, 2010 could go down in
history as the turning point in the fight against poverty."

Be the first to Write a Comment!

Europe Must Step Up To...
African Leaders  Sustainable Development

Water Development  World Leaders
Aid Commitments  

 
  

 

More News on allAfrica.com

Canadile Wants More
Land At Chiadzwa
One of the companies
mining diamonds in
Chiadzwa ...

Karasburg Businessman
Dies in South Africa
A MOTORCYCLE accident
has claimed the life of ...

Caught in Casamance
Crossfire
Heavy gunfire in renewed
violence has dispersed many
...

"Africa Must Listen to Its
Scientists," World Water
Day Report
African governments must
act ...

Maternal Death - Our
Women Are Endangered,
Says Orji
Dr. Ejike Orji is Country
Director, ...

Expensive 2010 World
Cup Tickets - Tips to Cash
in
WHEN assigned to pen
down "something for ...

Copyright © 2010 Oxfam International. All rights reserved. Distributed by AllAfrica
Global Media (allAfrica.com). To contact the copyright holder directly for corrections —
or for permission to republish or make other authorized use of this material, click here.

AllAfrica aggregates and indexes content from over 125 African news organizations,
plus more than 200 other sources, who are responsible for their own reporting and
views. Articles and commentaries that identify allAfrica.com as the publisher are
produced or commissioned by AllAfrica.

AllAfrica - All the Time

Top | Mobile | Who We Are | Advertising | Search 
My Account | Make us your home page | RSS  | Contact  | Privacy 

Sign up for FREE daily 'top headlines' by email »

Facing Extreme Weather Head On, Ibrahim
Forum Urges Action

1.

India to Boost Agricultural Technology
Cooperation

2.

Cotton Producers Boosted by Brazilian
Challenge to U.S.

3.

New Initiative Seeks to Education Overhaul in
Continent

4.

Oil, Minerals and the Militarisation of
Globalisation

5.

Chissano Calls On Politicians, Scientists to
Co-operate Over Water

6.

Civil Society Must Hold Govt Accountable,
Says IMF Chief

7.

No African Country Can Win 2010 World Cup
-Mungazi

8.

'Reduction of Malaria, TB, HIV Possible By
2015'

9.

Weak Laws Put Continent at Risk of
Bioterrorism, Say Experts

10.

More Most Active >>

Full-Time MBA in Europe
Master your business career! AACSB
accredited program
goethe-business-school.de

Africa: The Success Story
Get your free report on political and economic
progress in Africa.
trials.worldpoliticsreview.com

Africa Online Job Fair
Find a job in Africa! Log in June 2 Follow us
@Zebrajobs
www.zebrajobs.com/aojf

Full-Time MBA in Europe
Master your business career! AACSB
accredited program
goethe-business-school.de

Africa: The Success Story
Get your free report on political and economic
progress in Africa.
trials.worldpoliticsreview.com

Africa Online Job Fair
Find a job in Africa! Log in June 2 Follow us
@Zebrajobs
www.zebrajobs.com/aojf

Africa

at a Glance

Full-Time MBA in
Europe
Master your business
career! AACSB
accredited program
goethe-business-school.de

Africa: The Success
Story
Get your free report on
political and economic
progress in Africa.
trials.worldpoliticsreview.com

Africa Online Job Fair
Find a job in Africa! Log in
June 2 Follow us
@Zebrajobs
www.zebrajobs.com/aojf

Medical Missions Africa
We connect medical
volunteers with mission
organizations worldwide.
www.MedicalMissions.org

ARTOC Group
Helping to Build Stable,
Peaceful & Prosperous
Communities
www.artoc.com

Full-Time MBA in
Europe
Master your business
career! AACSB
accredited program
goethe-business-school.de

Africa: The Success
Story
Get your free report on
political and economic
progress in Africa.
trials.worldpoliticsreview.com

Africa Online Job Fair
Find a job in Africa! Log in
June 2 Follow us
@Zebrajobs
www.zebrajobs.com/aojf

Medical Missions Africa
We connect medical
volunteers with mission
organizations worldwide.
www.MedicalMissions.org

ARTOC Group
Helping to Build Stable,
Peaceful & Prosperous
Communities
www.artoc.com

allAfrica.com: Africa: Europe Must Step Up to Its ... http://allafrica.com/stories/201003231062.html

2 de 3 24/03/10 14:35



Full-Time MBA in Europe
Master your business career! AACSB
accredited program
goethe-business-school.de

Africa: The Success Story
Get your free report on political and economic
progress in Africa.
trials.worldpoliticsreview.com

Africa Online Job Fair
Find a job in Africa! Log in June 2 Follow us
@Zebrajobs
www.zebrajobs.com/aojf

Full-Time MBA in
Europe
Master your business
career! AACSB
accredited program
goethe-business-school.de

Corporate Social Media
Conference with insight
from 20+ businesses- how
to use social media
usefulsocialmedia.com

Africa Online Job Fair
Find a job in Africa! Log in
June 2 Follow us
@Zebrajobs
www.zebrajobs.com/aojf

Africa: The Success
Story
Get your free report on
political and economic
progress in Africa.
trials.worldpoliticsreview.com

Medical Missions Africa
We connect medical
volunteers with mission
organizations worldwide.
www.MedicalMissions.org

allAfrica.com: Africa: Europe Must Step Up to Its ... http://allafrica.com/stories/201003231062.html

3 de 3 24/03/10 14:35


